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Unabated educational expansion  

Ç University graduation doubled  
from an OECD average of 20% in 1995 to 40% in 2008  
¸ Pace of change varied widely  

ðFinland improved its relative standing from Rank 11 to Rank 1  

ðUS dropped from Rank 2 to Rank 13 (UK dropped from 4 to 15)  

Ç Significant expansion of early childhood education  
¸ Enrolment of 4 -year-olds and under up from an average of 

40% in 1998 to 72% in 2008  

Ç Young immigrants do well in tertiary education  
but are overrepresented  among those without upper 
secondary education  
  foreign born  born  in country  

¸ Tertiary education  38%   38% 

¸ No upper secondary  25%   15%   
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Expenditure on educational institutions as a 
percentage of GDP, for all levels of education 

(2000, 2007)  
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Trends in international education market shares  
Percentage of all foreign tertiary students enrolled by destination  
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Share of private expenditure on  
educational institutions (2007)  

percentage, by level of education  
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This chart  does not take  
into  account  grants , 

subsidies or loans that  
partially  or fully  offset 

the students õ tuition  
fees  

Average annual tuition fees charged by tertiary -type A 
public institutions for full -time national students 

(academic year 2006 -07)  

Portugal (64%, m), Italy  (53%, 8 678)  
 

Austria (42%, 15 174), Spain (41%, 12 940),  

Czech Republic (54%, 8 621), Denmark (57%, 16 646),  
Finland (71%, 13 566),   Ireland (44%, 12 631), Iceland (73%, 9 309), 
Mexico (32%, 6 971), Norway (70%, 17 140), Sweden (73%, 19 013)  

Canada (m, 24 424)  

New Zealand  (76%, 10 666)  

Japan (46%, 15 822),  
Australia (86%, 15 944),  

Netherlands (60%, 15 969)  

Korea (61%, 10 115), United Kingdom 1 (55%, 15 463)  

Belgium (Fr. and Fl.) (m, m)  
France (m, 13 467)  

0 

500  

1000 
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3000  

4000  
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Chart B5.1  

1. Public institutions do not exist at this level of education and most students are enrolled in  government -dependent private i nstitutions.  

United  States (65%, 27 010)  
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Public subsidies for education in tertiary education 
(2007)  

Public subsidies for education to households and other private entities as a 
percentage of total public expenditure on education, by type of subsidy  
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Tertiary -type A graduation rates in 2008  
(first -time graduation)  

 Percentage, by age group  
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Proportion of students who enter tertiary 
education without graduating from at least  

a first degree at this level (2008)  
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Education in times of economic uncertainty  
ÇIn the current economic environmenté 
é Continued strong demand for education  
ðPoor labour markets and low opportunity costs for education  

é Substantial public and private gains from education 
ðEarnings premium for tertiary education remains large  

- Public long-term gains from higher education are almost  
three times the size of the investments  

é High-level skills key to competitiveness  
é Comparative cost advantage across OECD countries  

varies with educational levels  

é Labour-market entry becomes more difficult  
ðParticularly for young lower educated individuals  

é Education a good insurance against unemployment and to 
stay employed especially in weak labour markets  

Ç Educational attainment likely to rise further  
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Growth in university -level qualifications  
Approximated by the percentage of the population that has attained tertiary -type  A 
education  in the age groups 25-34 years, 35 -44 years, 45 -54 years and 55 -64 years (2008)  
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Enrolment rates of 30 -39 and over 40 year -olds (2008)  
Full-time and part-time students in public and private 

institutions 
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30-39 year-olds Over age 40 
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Below upper secondary  education  Tertiary - type  B education   
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Chart A7.2b  

Relative earnings from employment for females  
By level of educational attainment and gender for 25 -to -64-year-olds  

(upper secondary and post -secondary non-tertiary education=100)  
(2008 or latest available year)  
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Percentage point change of relative earnings; 25 -64 
year -olds (1998 -2008 or latest available years)  

OECD countries Tertiary 

Australia * -2.5   

Austria * 8.2   

Belgium * 5.0   

Canada -0.7   

Czech Republic 3.7   

Denmark 0.7   

Finland -0.2   

France 0.0   

Germany 36.9   

Hungary 26.5   

Ireland * 12.7   

Italy 28.0   

Korea 24.8   

Luxembourg 7.6   

Netherlands 5.5   

New Zealand -1.2   

Norway -3.6   

Poland 11.4   

Portugal 0.0   

Spain -6.4   

Sweden -4.5   

Switzerland -0.8   

United Kingdom -2.6   

United States 4.8   

* Few years; Other notes: Yellow within +/- 3%; Red > -3%; Green > +3% 

TA7.2a  
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Proportion of 25 -29 year -olds with tertiary 
degree working in semi -skilled or elementary 

occupations 
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Chart C3.5  
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When the crisis hit  

Percentage point change between 2008 - 09 in unemployment rate for the 15 - 29 year - olds 

 

 (10.00)  (5.00)  -     5.00   10.00   15.00   20.00   25.00  

Portugal  
Slovak Republic 

Germany 
Estonia 
Belgium 
Greece 
Sweden 
Slovenia 
Denmark 

Norway  
Poland 

Canada 
Finland 
Austria  

OECD average 
Netherlands  

Australia  
France 

United Kingdom  
Israel  

Hungary 
New Zealand 

Czech Republic 
Switzerland  

Turkey  
Italy  

Ireland  
Spain 

Iceland  

Below upper secondary education  

Tertiary education 

Box 
C3.1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unemployment rate for 15- 29- year - olds increased on average from 10.2 to 13.5%, labourC3.1  
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20,867  

50,544  

52,411  

64,238  

79,580  

83,385  

100,515  

104,499  

113,951  

114,944  

130,213  

136,563  

145,859  

149,373  

158,074  

207,655  

213,382  

217,845  

244,117  

308,299  

366,728  

- 350,000  - 250,000  - 150,000  - 50,000  50,000  150,000  250,000  350,000  450,000  550,000  650,000

Denmark 

New Zealand  

Sweden 

Turkey  

Norway  

Spain 

Australia  

Netherlands  

Korea 

Belgium 

Finland 

Germany 

OECD average  

Canada 

Austria  

United Kingdom  

Poland 

Hungary  

Czech Republic  

Italy  

Portugal  

Direct cost  Foregone earnings Income tax  Social contributions  

Transfers  Gross earnings benefits  Unemployment effect  

USD equivalent  
C A8.2  

Components of the private net present value  
for a male with higher education  

Net 
present  
value in 

USD 
equ.  
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Australia  

OECD average 

Italy  

United  Kingdom 
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Portugal  

Netherlands  

Finland 

Austria  

Hungary  

Belgium 

Germany 

Public cost and benefits for a male obtaining tertiary education  
 

Public 
benefits  

Public 
costs  

Net present  
value, USD 
equivalent  

Chart A8.5  
USD 
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Thank you ! 
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